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Waukesha County Child Advocacy Center moves to The Women’s Center 

WAUKESHA, Wis. – The Waukesha County Child Advocacy Center, also known as The 
C.A.R.E Center, will become an official program of The Women’s Center, Waukesha 
County’s only dedicated agency working to address domestic and sexual violence, 
trafficking, and child abuse.  A program of Family Service Agency of Waukesha County 
since 2006, The C.A.R.E Center will join The Women’s Center effective July 1, 2024.

The C.A.R.E Center provides services to children and adolescents who are suspected 
victims of physical abuse, sexual abuse, and/or neglect.  It is a nationally accredited 
Child Advocacy Center, and the only program in Waukesha County which provides these 
services. It provides a complete assessment of suspected victims of child abuse while 
maintaining family dignity.  In 2023, The C.A.R.E Center served 277 children.  

“Child abuse prevention has been a core component of the mission of The Women’s 
Center since our inception in 1977.” said The Women’s Center Executive Director Angela 
Mancuso.  “We were involved in the creation of The C.A.R.E. Center and have supported 
this program since day one. Given our longstanding collaboration and collective mission 
to address child abuse and neglect in Waukesha County, the decision to transition this 
crucial program into The Women's Center is appropriate as it aligns with our mission 
perfectly and we welcome this opportunity to continue this critical program." 

Melissa Carini, Interim Executive Director of Family Service adds, “For the past 18 
years, Family Service has been proud to sponsor The C.A.R.E. Center which has 
developed a trusted reputation as a core service in Waukesha County’s efforts to combat 
child abuse and promote justice for child victims of abuse. We are excited that The 
C.A.R.E. Center’s mission will continue with one of our local and longstanding 
collaborative partners, The Women’s Center. Family Service will remain a member of 
The C.A.R.E. Center’s multidisciplinary team and will collaborate with The Women’s
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Center and The C.A.R.E. Center to advance their work and accomplish our mission to 
strengthen families in Waukesha County through our mental health services.” 

# # # 

About The Women’s Center 
For 47 years, The Women’s Center has provided safety, shelter and support to empower all 
impacted by domestic abuse, sexual violence, child abuse, and trafficking. We operate the only 
emergency shelter in Waukesha County dedicated to survivors of sexual assault and domestic 
abuse in addition to our 24-Hour Hotline, transitional living, individual advocacy, support 
groups, and free onsite childcare. Our programs and services are offered at no cost and are 
designed to provide a range of lifesaving and life-changing services that help survivors build 
their own futures free from violence. Learn more at twcwaukesha.org.  

Follow us @twcwaukesha on Facebook, Instagram, and LinkedIn. 

About Family Service 
Family Service is an independent, non-profit counseling agency that provides state-of-the-art 
psychotherapy, education, and abuse prevention services to anyone needing help at any age or 
stage of life. Since 1964, Family Service has been developing programs and services in response 
to local community needs in Waukesha County.  The agency offers income-based financial 
hardship discounts, so services are accessible and affordable. Family Service knows that mental 
and emotional health is the basis for confident individuals, good parents, happy children, 
strong families, and productive communities. The agency’s goal is to improve individual family 
and community well-being through its partnerships and high-quality programs and services. 

To learn more, go to our website at https://www.fswaukesha.org or follow us on Facebook, 
Instagram, or LinkedIn 




