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All genders welcome here. 

centerpoint

EmPower Luncheon

Your Voice Has Power: Addressing Human Traffi  cking

WEDNESDAY, APRIL 22, 2020

featuring Cindy McCain

POTAWATOMI HOTEL & CASINO

presents:

Cindy McCain is Chairman of the Board of the 
McCain Institute for International Leadership 
at Arizona State University and chair of the 
Institute’s Human Traffi  cking Advisory Council, 
leading its eff orts to educate, raise awareness and 
implement action-based solutions to prevent and 
end modern slavery.

www.twcwaukesha.org

Awareness. Prevention. Change.

Individual Tickets: $85
Th is event has sold out in recent years - 
get your tickets now!

Human trafficking is an estimated 
$150 billion industry world-wide, 

affecting local communities like ours 
much more than many realize. Right 
here in Wisconsin, cases of trafficking 
have been documented in each and 
every one of the 72 counties in the state. 
Often, it is subtle – you may have seen it 
and not known. In fact, it’s common for 
victims themselves to not know they are 
being trafficked. 

The Women’s Center has been working 
with survivors, known and unknown, 
since we opened our doors, and we are 
proud to be part of local prevention 
and awareness efforts as co-chair of the 
Waukesha County Anti-Human Traffick-
ing Task Force. 

We are taking an active role to provide 
trainings throughout the community 
on the warning signs of trafficking, and 
last year, the Anti-Human Trafficking 
Task Force created a resource guide for 
survivors of trafficking; created an adult 
screening tool with red flag warnings 
and resources for survivors; and ensured 
The Women’s Center is a referral option 
for the National Human Trafficking Hot-
line, among other advocacy activities.

The following story of one survivor’s 
experience is an excerpt from an article 
in the June 3, 2019 edition of the She-
boygan Press, written by Diana Dom-
browski. 

Emmy Meyers is a survivor of sex traf-
ficking. But if you asked her if she had a 
pimp when she was being sold for sex, 
she would have said no. That's what she 
told the FBI. Not because she didn't have 
a trafficker, but because she didn't know 
what she'd been swept into had a name. 

Meyers was in an abusive situation when 
she met a woman who presented herself 
as a friend. The woman groomed Meyers 
and encouraged her to move in with the 
man who would become her trafficker in 
Milwaukee. The man promised Meyers 
safety and love. After she moved in, she 
said, things were fine for a few weeks, 
but then "he basically put a loaded gun 
to my head (continued inside)

Human Trafficking: The reality.The Women’s Center’s  
free programs and  
services include: 

Emergency Shelter

Domestic Abuse and Sexual 
Assault Counseling and  

Support Groups

Transitional Living

Employment and Life Skills

 Legal Advocacy

Community Education

Children’s Programming

24-Hour Hotline 

Free onsite childcare is available 
during support groups, classes, 
and counseling appointments.

Human Trafficking (cont.)

Teen Dating Violence  
     Awareness Month

EmPower Luncheon

Sexual Assault Awareness 
     Month

Program News

Safety. Shelter. Support. 

in this issue

The Women’s Center’s mission is to provide safety,  
shelter, and support to empower all impacted by  
domestic abuse, sexual violence, child abuse, and  
trafficking. 
 
Pictured above: The Women’s Center’s Peace Garden.
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EmPower Luncheon 
10:30am – 1:30pm 

Wednesday, April 22
Potawatomi Hotel

{support}
Financial support is what allows 
our programs to be offered free  

of charge to survivors. 

Here are a few other ways to  
donate without affecting your 

bank account.

Donate your car! (Or boat, or RV, or 
motorcycle!) 
Your vehicle can become a cash 
donation to The Women’s Center. 
Simply visit careasy.org, select us 
from the list of nonprofit partners, 
and complete their easy online form. 
The program tows your car for free 
and sends you a tax receipt after the 
sale.

Direct Your Choice Dollars®  
Thrivent Financial members who 
have Choice Dollars® available can 
direct them to The Women’s Center, 
before they expire on March 31. Go 
to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to 
learn more, or call 800-847-4836  
and say “Thrivent Choice” after  
the prompt. 

Plan Your Giving  
Call Ann Marie at 262.522.3812 to 
talk about some simple strategies you 
can employ this year to increase your 
impact (and get some tax advantag-
es). Through donor advised funds, 
IRA distributions, and monthly 
giving, donors can make significant 
contributions, often exceeding their 
(and our!) expectations. 

THANK YOU for your ongoing 
support. YOU power our programs, 

which in turn empower thousands of 
survivors each year. Because of you, 

we are here ALWAYS, in ALL WAYS.

Questions? Call 262.522.3812.

Talking with your teen about consent and boundaries is the best preven-
tion against dating violence. And these conversations are critical – 1 in 3 
girls in the US is a victim of physical, emotional, or verbal abuse from a 
dating partner, and 1 in 10 high school students have been purposefully 
hit, slapped, or physically hurt by someone they were dating. 

But how do you start that conversation? Here a few sample questions:
• Are your friends starting to date? What would you want in a rela-

tionship? 
• Do you see relationships that make you uncomfortable? Or see be-

havior that you wouldn’t like/don’t agree with? 

To feel prepared for the conversation – whether it’s with a younger 
friend, a niece or nephew, or your own child – think of examples of 
healthy and unhealthy behaviors in relationships, using TV shows or 
movies to help illustrate those behaviors. Remember to keep it low key, 
don’t push, and be nonjudgmental to build greater trust.

Visit our website to learn more about talking to young people about 
dating abuse and the warning signs of dating violence at  

www.twcwaukesha.org/blog/crucial-conversations-with-teens.

Automate.

the way to Pathways to Peace.
Donate.
Illuminate
Help pave the way to futures free from violence and become a member of Pathway 
to Peace. By joining, you make an automatic monthly donation, which adds up to a 
lot each year while parting with just a little each month. 

And the best part? Once you sign up, you don't have to think about it again!

Automate your gift to The Women’s Center. 
Donate in support of survivors.  

Illuminate the way to Pathways to Peace. 

Join now at www.twcwaukesha.org/pathwaytopeace.



and said 'You do what I'm telling you to do.'" He threatened 
to kill her family if she didn't. At one point, her trafficker 
called her mom to tell her she'd never see Meyers alive 
again. Some of the details of that time in Meyers' life are 
hazy, since she was using heroin — a habit encouraged by 
her trafficker, who leveraged her addiction, supplying her 
with drugs after she completed sex acts for money.

But she remembers her trafficker driving her throughout 
Wisconsin — and across state lines — to be sold for sex. 
"There were definitely a lot of times that I had no idea 
where I was," Meyers said. She was trapped in the way a lot 
of victims of sex trafficking are.

"When you see these images of sex trafficking with shack-
les and handcuffs, they're completely inaccurate," Meyers 
said. "I wasn't chained somewhere. I could come and go. It's 
more of mental shackles and manipulation and brainwash-
ing."

In her trafficker, Meyers saw something many victims see: 
love and stability. "He was very understanding and char-
ismatic and respectful," she said. "He just appeared to be a 
wholesome guy." But Meyers' trafficker took her I.D. and 
Social Security card and she didn't have a phone she could 
use without him being there. Her time in the life ended 
when she went into a store and stole some minor items.

"Subconsciously, I did it to get caught," she said. She was in-
terviewed by the FBI, who already had her trafficker on its 
radar. Her family had also reported her as a missing person. 
While she didn't know she was a victim, she said, she knew 
she didn't want to be doing what she was doing and she 
didn't want to be on drugs anymore. At the police station, 
she met a victim specialist for the FBI and the special agent 
on her trafficker’s case. "They gave me a way out," she said.

Meyers took advantage of a work release program while in 
jail. Then, she stayed in a shelter, used a transitional pro-
gram, found a job and saved up for an apartment. Meyers 
said recovery has been a long road. "You don't get out of the 
life and everything goes away," she said.

 
As a local leader addressing human trafficking, The Wom-
en’s Center wants to empower everyone with more knowl-
edge about this prevalent crime in order to create more 
awareness, which leads to better prevention and ultimate-
ly, change. Read our January blog on myths and realities 
around trafficking, follow our social media channels for 
timely updates and information, and don’t miss our 2020 
EmPower Luncheon, when we will hear from another lead-
er in this fight: Cindy McCain, Chairman of the Board of 
the McCain Institute at Arizona State University. 

As chair of the Institute’s Human Trafficking Advisory 
Council, Cindy leads its efforts to educate, raise awareness 
and implement action-based solutions to prevent and end 
modern slavery. She also serves as co-chair of the Arizona 
Governor's Council on Human Trafficking, and her mes-
sage of advocacy and prevention will be inspiring support 
as we strive to make change.
 

Find our blog and learn more about the EmPower Lunch-
eon on our website, www.twcwaukesha.org. To schedule 
a training on human trafficking at your employer, church 

or other group, call us at 262.547.4600. 

If you or someone you know needs help, contact The 
Women’s Center’s 24-Hour Hotline at 262.542.3828.

Human Trafficking, continued

Program News: Expanding Rape Crisis Response

The Women’s Center is proud to once again partner with WaterStone Bank in community 
awareness and outreach initiatives. As a Media Sponsor, WaterStone bank helps us expand our 
reach through radio PSAs and digital billboard ads, as well as community education materials.

THANK YOU!

Recently, we expanded our partnership with Waukesha County’s Sexual Assault Nurse Examination (SANE) program 
from Waukesha Memorial Hospital and Carroll University to include Moorland Reserve Health Center, Community 
Memorial Hospital in Menomonee Falls, and soon to be Aurora Medical Center Summit. Now, more survivors will 
have immediate access to advocacy and support. Thank you to our volunteer On-Call Advocates who join our staff 
as first responders to these calls, and thank you to our partners in the SANE crisis response program: Aurora Health 
Care, Froedtert & the Medical College of Wisconsin, and ProHealth Care.

APRIL 29 IS DENIM DAY: A DAY TO WEAR JEANS WITH PURPOSE

Nearly 1 in 5 women and at least 1 in 67 men in the United States have experienced rape or attempted rape at some 
time in their lives. Sexual Assault Awareness Month gives us a chance to reiterate that sexual violence should never be 
expected or tolerated, and The Women’s Center encourages the community to take action in building awareness to pre-
vent sexual violence and embrace the power of your voice to promote safety, respect, and equality.
In addition to our EmPower Luncheon, we will once again have toolkits available with awareness bracelets, stickers, 
and informational materials for your organization, school, church, or business. Toolkits will be available in late March; 
call 262.522.3813 to reserve yours.

How it works: when a survivor of a sexual crime arrives at one of our partner hospitals or health centers, The Wom-
en’s Center provides immediate response, arriving within 30 minutes of the report to support the victim during the 
Sexual Assault Nurse Examination (SANE). From arriving at the hospital, to waiting for the examination, to discharge, 
an advocate is alongside them throughout, providing emotional support and information on the resources available at 
The Women’s Center.

To learn more about volunteering as an On-Call Advocate, visit www.twcwaukesha.org/volunteer.

APRIL IS SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH

What is it? Denim Day began in the 1990’s after the Italian Supreme Court ruled to overturn and dismiss a rape con-
viction, with the Chief Justice stating “because the victim wore very, very tight jeans, she had to help him remove them, 
and by removing the jeans it was no longer rape but consensual sex.” Outraged by this verdict, the women in the Italian 
Parliament coordinated a “jeans strike,” protesting by wearing jeans to work the following day. This call to action spread 
globally, and continues to grow each year.

When is it? Denim Day 2020 is all day on Wednesday, April 29

Why wear jeans? To show solidarity with survivors, and as a symbol of protest against erroneous and destructive attitudes 
about victim blaming and sexual assault. 

How else can I help? Coordinate with your office, school, or social group to encourage others to wear jeans with a pur-
pose. Consider making it a fundraiser and collecting $1 (or $2 or $5) to wear denim that day. Take photos of yourself 
and your group to share on social media, and tag The Women's Center:

@TheWomensCenterInc @TWCWaukesha @thewomenscenter @The Women’s Center, Inc.

New! Save the date for our April Sunrise Speaker Series here at The Women’s Center on Denim Day, April 29, and join 
other like-minded supporters to learn more about how we can address victim blaming as part of our Sexual Assault 
Awareness Month programming. 

Registration will be available in March – sign up for our e-News to be notified: www.twcwaukesha.org/join-mailing-list.

PARTNERING TOGETHER TO PROVIDE:

When you invest in The Women’s Center,  
you invest in the safety of our community. You invest in shelter for our most vulnerable  

neighbors. You provide support for thousands of victims of domestic and sexual violence.

Know that with your contribution, you are investing in the expansion of the community’s rape crisis response 
program. You are investing in a collective effort to address human trafficking.  

You are investing in violence prevention for our youth.

If you’d like to make an investment today, please find an envelope enclosed with this newsletter.

You are making a difference. Thank you.

Safety. Shelter. Support.

February 27 - Sunrise Speaker Series

April 22 - EmPower Luncheon

April 29 - Denim Day

May 15 - The day our doors first opened in 1977

November 12 - A Noteworthy Evening

dates to  
remember{ }

The EmPower Luncheon honors the courageous voices of survivors, those who advocate for survivors, 
and those who speak out to affect change. This event is a chance to join together with hundreds of  

others to stand with survivors and realize the power you have within you to create real change. 

Held during Sexual Assault Awareness Month, the EmPower Luncheon is on Wednesday, April 22 from 
10:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Potawatomi Hotel in Milwaukee. The event begins with a raffle and silent 

auction in a newly-expanded space, before convening at noon for lunch and  
program featuring Cindy McCain's keynote presentation.

General Tickets are $85 │ Sponsorships start at $1,500 
This event has sold out in recent years, so register now at www.twcwaukesha.org!

EmPower Luncheon: April 22


