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General Tickets: $85
Sponsorships start at $1,500
This event has sold out in recent years, so register now at twcwaukesha.org!

{upcoming}
Check out our website,
twcwaukesha.org,
for more details.
March:
Waukesha County Provides
Give through March 14 via this
online giving campaign hosted by
the Waukesha County Community
Foundation, which benefits
Waukesha County’s four basic
needs organizations.

April:
(em)Power Luncheon:
featuring Terry Crews
held April 24 from 10:30am –
1:30pm at Potawatomi Hotel &
Casino. Again on Denim Day, we
encourage all guests to join us in
wearing denim to show solidarity
with survivors world-wide.

May:
Honeypie Cafe has selected The
Women's Center as their non-profit
partner for May. Stop in anytime
throughout the month and a portion of proceeds from select items
will be donated back to us.

APRIL IS
SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS MONTH

Nearly 1 in 5 women and 1 in 67 men in the United States have experienced rape
or attempted rape at some time in their lives. Sexual Assault Awareness Month
gives us a chance to reiterate that sexual violence should never be expected or
tolerated, and The Women’s Center encourages the community to take action in
building awareness to prevent sexual violence and embrace the power of your
voice to promote safety, respect, and equality.

In addition to our (em)Power Luncheon on Denim Day, we will once again have
toolkits available with awareness ribbon pins, bracelets, stickers, and informational
materials for your organization, school, church, or business. Toolkits will be available in late March; call 262.547.4600 to reserve yours.

The Women’s Center leads a wide range of initiatives to prevent and respond to
sexual assault. These include violence prevention and community education programming, which can be tailored to school groups, businesses, and civic or religious
organizations; counseling for adult and child survivors of sexual violence; and
rape crisis response for sexual assault survivors at Waukesha Memorial Hospital, Waukesha Community Hospital, and Moorland Reserve Health Center. Call
262.547.4600 to learn more, get help, or get involved.

APRIL 24 IS DENIM DAY, A DAY TO WEAR JEANS WITH PURPOSE
Show solidarity with survivors by wearing denim on April 24 as a symbol of protest against erroneous and destructive attitudes about sexual assault. The Denim
Day campaign began with a ruling in the 1990’s by the Italian Supreme Court
where a rape conviction was overturned and dismissed as the Chief Justice said
“because the victim wore very, very tight jeans, she had to help him remove them,
and by removing the jeans it was no longer rape but consensual sex.” Outraged by
this verdict, the women in the Italian Parliament took immediate action in what
was called a “jeans strike,” protesting by wearing jeans to work. This call to action
spread globally, and continues to grow each year.

Business: 262.547.4600

twcwaukesha.org

Winter 2019
The Women’s Center’s mission is to provide safety,
shelter, and support to empower all impacted by
domestic abuse, sexual violence, child abuse, and
trafficking.
Pictured above: The Women’s Center’s Peace Garden.

24-Hour

Hotline

262.542.3828

The Women’s Center’s

free programs and
services include:
Emergency Shelter
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Domestic Abuse and Sexual
Assault Counseling and
Support Groups
Transitional Living
Employment and Life Skills
Legal Advocacy
Community Education
Children’s Programming
24-Hour Hotline
Free onsite childcare is available
during support groups, classes,
and counseling appointments.
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Keynote Speaker Terry Crews:
Actor, Agent of Change

A

ctor, author and activist Terry
Crews will share his story on April
24 at this year’s (em)Power Luncheon
(see inside for more details). Last summer, he testified in front of the Senate
Judiciary Committee to help create additional civil rights protections under the
Sexual Assault Survivors’ Bill of Rights.
Here's more on that, adapted from an
L.A. Times, June 26, 2018 article.

The “Brooklyn Nine-Nine” actor and
former NFL star joined Nobel Peace
Prize nominee and Rise Founder Amanda Nguyen, who authored a 2016 bill to
establish consistent rules and procedures
for prosecuting sexual assault crimes.
The bill was passed unanimously by
Congress, and Crews and Nguyen are
working on getting it passed on the state
level.
“Every man woman and child deserves
to be seen as equal under the law. The
Sexual Assault Survivors’ Bill of Rights
does just that by recognizing survivors’ basic civil rights,” the actor said.
“It creates long-term change and gives
power and control back to survivors. All
survivors must be protected and this bill

must be enacted in all 50 states.”
Crews has been an outspoken male voice
in the #MeToo movement, coming forward to describe his own story of sexual
assault and the fallout he experienced
in its wake. He described his experience
to the Senate committee to illuminate
“the cult of masculinity that exists in our
society.” (continued inside)

(em)Power Luncheon
10:30am – 1:30pm
Wednesday, April 24
Potawatomi Hotel

Terry Crews, continued
The bill he and Nguyen testified about gives survivors the
right to a fully government-subsidized rape kit meant “to
alleviate the financial burden of seeking justice,” Crews said.
It would also give them the right to receive information, including access to police reports, rape kit results and access
to sexual assault counselors and require that rape kits and
forensic DNA evidence be retained for the duration of the
statute of limitations.
Here are some of the key takeaways from Crews’ emotional
testimony:
Survivors have rights.
“I heard time and time again about the rights that my predator had, but I was never told about the rights that I had as
a survivor and that was the wakeup call,” Crews said. “Now,
if you know what you can do, you can also do something
about it.”
Sexual abuse is pervasive.
“Anywhere where there is a power dynamic is where this
problem is really rampant. I’ve seen it in sports. I’ve seen
it in politics. I’ve seen it with a racial component and I’ve
seen it with economic components. And Hollywood has
definitely been a problem area simply because there are so
many people who view this as a dream.
“What happens is, someone has power over these dreams.
You get tricked into thinking that this type of behavior is
expected. That it’s part of the job. That this harassment,
abuse, even rape is part of your job description.”
Anyone can be victimized.
“I sit here before you in this committee just as an example

— that a lot of people don’t believe that a person like me
can be victimized,” he said, adding, “What happened to me
has happened to many, many other men... I have had thousands and thousands of men come to me and say, ‘Me too.
This is my story but I did not have the confidence, or I did
not feel safe enough to come out’ because you get blacklisted.”
He took a nonviolent approach for a reason.
“My first reaction was to be violent and I immediately held
back,” Crews told ranking committee member Sen. Dianne
Feinstein (D-San Francisco) through tears. “As a black man
in America, you only have a few shots at success. You only
have a few chances to make yourself a viable member of the
community.” The Flint, Mich. native said he’s seen many
young black men derail their lives because they were “provoked into violence,” and vowed not to let that be the case
for him. For this reason, he went to the agent’s employer to
report him instead of reacting to the agent violently.
Men need to be part of the solution.
“This is how toxic masculinity permeates culture,” Crews
explained. “As I shared my story, I was told over and over
that this was not abuse, that this was a joke, that this was
just horseplay. But I can say that one man’s horseplay is
another man’s humiliation.”
Crews said he was ostracized, shamed and called weak after
his encounter, so when Sen. Cory Booker (D-New Jersey)
asked what men could do to alleviate the toxic culture,
Crews said that victim-blaming needed to stop.
“[End] this toxic masculine viewpoint … the goal should be
loving and caring for as many people as you can.”

Anniversary Luncheon Now (em)Power Luncheon
The same empowering, inspiring event, but with a new name for 2019! The (em)Power Luncheon honors the
courageous voices of survivors, those who advocate for survivors, and those who speak out to affect change.
Proceeds from this annual event – our largest fundraiser of the year – support our life-saving and life-changing
programs offered confidentially and at no cost, ensuring that all those who need our services can access them.
This event is a chance to join together with hundreds of others to stand with survivors and
realize the power you have within you to create real change.
We hope to see you on April 24!
The Women’s Center is proud to once again partner with WaterStone Bank in community
awareness and outreach initiatives. As a Media Sponsor, WaterStone bank helps us expand our
reach through radio PSAs and digital billboard ads, as well as community education materials.

THANK YOU!

{support}

Community Baby Shower

Here are a few other ways to
support The Women’s Center.

We're grateful to again be a benefiting
nonprofit partner of TODAY'S TMJ4
Community Baby Shower, held on Jan 18.

Volunteer
We are looking for experienced gardeners to help us keep our grounds
looking beautiful! We need volunteers to help plant, water, weed, and
mulch. If interested, please complete
a volunteer application at
twcwaukesha.org/volunteer.

Through the generosity of friends like
you, we received 1,727 essential baby
items at this year’s event! We're so fortunate to have such strong support from our
community.

Vehicle Donation Program
We have partnered with CARS to
accept vehicle donations, including
trucks, SUVs, motorcycles, and
even boats. It’s an easy process, and
the tow is free. Visit our website for
more details.
Donate Your Choice Dollars®
Thrivent Financial members who
have Choice Dollars® available can
direct them to The Women’s Center,
before they expire on March 31. Go
to Thrivent.com/thriventchoice to
learn more, or call 800-847-4836
and say “Thrivent Choice” after
the prompt.
For other ideas or to discuss
details, call Riley at 262.522.3813.

IRA Distributions
If you are required to take a minimum distribution from your IRA,
but you don’t need that payment
or you don’t want it to affect your
annual gross income, you can instead divert it to a nonprofit like The
Women’s Center!
It’s a very simple transaction through
your IRA provider. Call your financial advisor to start the process or
call Ann Marie at 262.522.3812 for
more information.

February: Teen Dating Violence Awareness Month

As a national effort to promote healthy dating relationships, February is recognized annually as Teen Dating Violence
Awareness Month. One in three adolescents in the U.S. are victims of physical, sexual, emotional, or verbal abuse from
a dating partner. This figure far exceeds rates of any other type of youth violence. Every year, The Women’s Center
partners with area schools, youth groups, and other organizations to address this issue that many youth face in our
own community.
Pictured above: Kerry Jeanpierre, Susan
Kim, and The Women's Center staff.

Special shout-out to Kerry Jeanpierre and Albrecht's Sentry in Delafield,
TODAY'S TMJ4, Susan Kim, our amazing volunteers, and to all who donated
to help meet the needs of those we serve - thank you!

{pave the way}
Be part of a special group of like-minded individuals providing dependable,
sustained support for the ongoing programs we provide each day – join
Pathway to Peace with a monthly donation of $5 or more!
With one simple, secure online transaction, you can help ensure that all who
need them can access our life-changing and life-saving services.
New this year! We are introducing canvas tote bags for Pathway to Peace
members who give $15 or more a month. For a full list of benefits and more
information, or to sign up, visit twcwaukesha.org/PathwayToPeace.

New flooring, room renovation
thanks to generous grant support
Thanks to generous grants from the
Emory T. Clark Foundation and Elmbrook Rotary Foundation, we were able
to start 2019 with new flooring in the
first floor of our building and new furniture for our Group Room (pictured).
The Group Room is the first room used
when someone in crisis arrives: where
they have their first meeting, where they
first tell their story. It's where clients
attending support groups and realize, possibly for the first time, that they’re not
alone in how they feel.
The first floor is our main hub. It is where our clients first enter, taking their
first step in their journey toward a future free from violence. It’s where children
are cared for while their parents meet with our staff; where family counseling
sessions help bring assistance, understanding, and growth.
These spaces are a place of action and reflection, of hope and healing, and because of this generous support, they will remain beautiful and useful for years to
come.

Studies have found that violent relationships in adolescence can have serious ramifications and effects: putting victims
at higher risk for substance abuse, eating disorders, promiscuous behavior, and further dating abuse. As part of our
intervention and prevention programming, The Women’s Center provides age appropriate and engaging educational
sessions that address the topics of healthy and unhealthy boundaries, warning signs of abuse, power and control in
relationships, consent, and additional resources within the community. We facilitate discussions that challenge stereotypes and misconceptions about relationships, and our goal is to empower students through education.
This programming extends to the larger community as well. We provide trainings to teachers, parents, coaches, and
other adults who interact with youth. Topics include trauma informed care, recognizing warning signs of an unhealthy relationship, and how to support a teen experiencing dating violence.
Thank you to all of the local schools and organizations that have collaborated with The Women’s Center. We appreciate your dedication to helping us end teen dating violence and ensuring healthier lives for youth.
To learn more about bringing education and violence prevention initiatives to your community, or to request
a presentation in your business or organization, please visit twcwaukesha.org or
call our Violence Prevention Advocate Leeana at 262.522.3821.

Now more than ever…
...we need you to support survivors of domestic violence, sexual assault, child abuse, and trafficking. 2018 saw
drastic increases in the demand for our services:
• Average length of stay for those in our shelter increased from 29 nights to 35 nights, reflecting the limited availability for safe, affordable housing in our region and the very sensitive, higher-lethality situations we are seeing.
• About 200 adults participated in Employment and Life-skills programming, a 17% increase from 2017.
Through this empowering programming, over 60% of these clients found a new job.
• Staff responded to 8,855 calls to our 24-Hour Hotline, a 21% increase over the number of calls in 2017 and a
50% increase in calls from 2014 to 2018.
• On-call Advocate volunteers and staff attended to 30 Sexual Assault Nurse Examinations, providing resources,
advocacy, and information about supporting services to rape survivors – a 43% increase from 2017.
We are grateful to you, our community, for your financial support in 2018. Know that every dollar contributed
helps meet this high demand, and your support continues to be needed as we look to the year ahead.

Give now using the enclosed envelope or by going online
to twcwaukesha.org/donate.

