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By Linda McAlpine
Conley News Service

WEST BEND — A 28-year-
old Milwaukee woman,
described by the prosecut-
ing attorney as “a woman
scorned” who was seeking
revenge the night her ex-
boyfriend’s West Bend
home was set ablaze, was
sentenced Wednesday to a
year in the Washington
County Jail and five years’
probation on a charge of
second-degree recklessly
endangering safety.

Charges of first-degree
recklessly endangering
safety and arson of a build-
ing without the owner’s
consent were dismissed
against Roneshia L. North
as part of a plea deal. North
appeared before Washing-
ton County Circuit Court
Judge James Muehlbauer
on Wednesday morning
with attorney Rebecca Cof-
fee.

North was sentenced to
three years in prison and
five years’ extended super-
vision, but that sentence
was stayed, and she will
serve a year in jail here
with work-release privi-
leges, followed by five years
probation.

According to the criminal
complaint, North and some
friends ran into her ex-
boyfriend and his new girl-
friend outside a bar in Mil-
waukee during the night of
Sept. 6, 2014. An argument
ensued as North and her
friends and the ex-
boyfriend and his date
entered the bar, where it
escalated. “An all-out
brawl” broke out between

the establish-
ment’s bounc-
ers and North
and her

friends, ending when North
was physically dragged out
of the bar. During the scuf-
fle with the bouncers, a
man who was with North
lost his cellphone.

As the ex-boyfriend was
returning home after 4
a.m., he noticed North’s
vehicle in his driveway and
instead of going to his
house, he pulled over on a
road nearby.

Assistant District Attor-
ney Sandra Giernoth told
the court that a neighbor to
the ex-boyfriend was awak-
ened by the sound of a vehi-
cle and the voices of a male
and female, later deter-
mined to be North and the
male friend she had been in
the bar brawl with. A short
time later, the neighbor was
again disturbed, this time
by “a crackling sound.”

The neighbor discovered
that the home next door
was on fire, Giernoth said.

Seven fire departments
responded to the fire, which
caused severe damage to
the home, Giernoth said.

‘Other victims’
“There were other vic-

tims of this crime,” Gier-
noth said, noting that the

two young children of the
neighbors have had night-
mares and a fear of fire
since the incident.

Giernoth said a plea deal
was reached with North
because it was undeter-
mined who set the fire —
North, whose motive may
have been jealousy and
spite; or her male friend
who was angry that he lost
his cellphone in the bar
brawl and blamed North’s
ex-boyfriend.

Giernoth said the state
and defense were making a
joint recommendation for
six months of jail time and
stayed sentence of three
years of probation.

During the hearing, the
ex-boyfriend told the court
that he had dated North for
nearly two years and found
her to be a compassionate
and peaceful person, some-
one he had difficulty believ-
ing would be capable of the
charges she was facing. A
cousin of North also spoke
on her behalf, noting she
was the kind of person who
was “all about family” and
not someone who would
commit such a crime.
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When disaster strikes your business, it won’t

be easy. But, knowing your buildings and personal

business property are protected will help. Call your

local independent Pekin Insurance agent for more

information about a policy designed exclusively

for your business.

R.S. Semler & Associates Insurance, Inc.
870 W. Summer Street (Hwy 60) • Hartford

262-673-3160 • 800-414-5875
www.rssemler.com

Presents:

“Film Scores Throughout the Years”
Saturday, October 22, 2016 • 7:30pm

Join us as we start our 2016-17 Concert Season Featuring the “Drama of
Music”. Enjoy some of the greatest dramatic music from classics such as
“2001-A Space Odyssey”,“Apollo13”,“Psycho”,“Gladiator”,“Amadeus”,

“The Mission”and many others.
Film clips will accompany many of these great scores

Hamilton Fine Arts Center
W220 N6151 Town Line Road
Sussex, WI 53089

Tickets: $15-Adults
$12-Seniors • $6-Students

www.hamiltonfineartscenter.com
Phone: 800-838-3006 or in person one hour before the show
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Abandoned canoe in Lower Nemahbin Lake
SUMMIT — An Oconomowoc Fire Department vehicle sits at the portage near the Lake Country Trail with its boat trailer in
the water as crews conduct a search after an empty canoe was reported in Lower Nemahbin Lake on Wednesday.
The Summit Police Department and Oconomowoc Fire Department were sent to Lower Nemahbin Lake on Wednesday after-
noon after a motorist spotted a canoe abandoned in the reeds.
The concerned motorist called the police department, which then sent a rescue boat out to observe the canoe and the sur-
rounding area. After reaching the canoe and searching it, it was decided that it had been there for a while.
“There were cobwebs and water in it and there’s no abandoned vehicles in this lot or at the Sugar Island lot,” Summit Police
Chief Michael Hartert  said. “So we’re confident that it broke loose from mooring somewhere on one of the lakes.”

WAUKESHA — In an effort
to safely dispose of unused
medications, county resi-
dents are encouraged to take
old prescription drugs to a
local outlet for disposal dur-
ing Waukesha County’s
annual Drug Take Back event
on Saturday.

The Waukesha County
Sheriff’s Department has
released a list of places
where people can go to drop
off outdated and unused
drugs. For people interested
in disposing of needles, con-
tact your police department
for suggestions.

The Sheriff’s Department
said outlets to dispose of
medications are as follows:

Elm Grove — 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Walgreens,
15350 W. Bluemound Road

Brookfield — 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Recycling Cen-
ter, 19700 Riverview Drive

Menomonee Falls — 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Police
Department, W156-N8480 Pil-
grim Road

Hartland — continuous,
Police Department, 210 Cot-
tonwood Ave.

New Berlin — 10 a.m. to 2

p.m. Saturday, Froedtert
Moorland Reserve Health
Center, 4805 S. Moorland
Road

Delafield — 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Walgreens,
2901 Golf Road

Oconomowoc — continu-
ous, Police Department, 174
E. Wisconsin Ave.

Muskego — 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Muskego
Police Department, W183-
S8150 Racine Ave,

Mukwonago — 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Walgreens, 212
N. Rochester St.

Waukesha — continuous,
Waukesha Police Depart-
ment, 1901 Delafield St.

Pewaukee — 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, Pewaukee
Police Department, 235 Hick-
ory St.

Eagle — 11 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, Village Hall, 820 E.
Main St.

In 2015, Waukesha County
residents contributed 1,362
pounds of drugs toward the
43,016 pounds collected
statewide during the Octo-
ber collection.

— Freeman Staff

Dispose of old meds
in Drug Take Back

event Saturday

WAUKESHA — The pur-
ple silhouettes have
become a well-known sym-
bol of domestic violence in
Waukesha thanks to the
efforts of The Women’s
Center, which erects the
cutouts every year in
observance of Domestic
Violence Awareness
Month.

On Monday, Waukesha
Mayor Shawn Reilly and
Waukesha County District
Attorney Susan Opper
joined Executive Director
Angela Mancuso at The
Women’s Center’s kickoff
event for the National
Week of Action to raise
awareness, remember
lives lost, and encourage
the community to take
action. 

Held at the Les Paul
Pavilion in Cutler Park
and illuminated by purple
lights, the event included a
candlelit moment of
silence in honor of domes-
tic violence homicide vic-
tims.

In brief speeches, Reilly
and Opper emphasized
that domestic violence is
not simply a problem that
affects individuals; it
affects the entire commu-
nity. Mancuso noted that
help is available for those
who are experiencing vio-
lence. 

The Women’s Center is
the only agency in Wauke-
sha County serving sur-
vivors of domestic vio-
lence, sexual assault and
sexual abuse. Its free pro-

grams and services include
a 24-hour hotline that any-

one seeking information or
support can reach at 262-

542-3828.
— Freeman Staff

The Women’s Center
holds Domestic Violence
Awareness Month event
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Mayor Shawn Reilly joins The Women’s Center Executive Director Angela Mancuso at the
center’s kick-off event for National Week of Action on Monday.

Woman sentenced to 1 year for setting
ex-boyfriend’s home on fire
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Neighborhood
meeting for 
New Berlin 

projects
NEW BERLIN — A neighbor-

hood meeting has been scheduled
to discuss two subdivision pro-
posals for the city’s Section 35
area near Sunny Slope Road and
Grange Avenue.

The meeting is set for 5:30 p.m.
to 7 p.m. Nov. 3 at New Berlin City
Hall, 3805 S. Casper Drive. The
two developments include: 

■ A 34-lot subdivision proposed
by the Neumann Companies  for
27.8 acres at approximately 5601
S. Sunny Slope Road;

■ A 54-lot subdivision pro-
posed by Thomson Realty of Wis-
consin on 68 acres, approximate-
ly at 6201 S. Sunny Slope Road.

No formal action will be taken.
The Plan Commission’s Nov. 9
agenda includes the project.

For details, consult www.new-
berlin.org or call 262-786-8610.


